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Synopsis

Now in its seventh edition, UNDERSTANDING ARGUMENTS has proven itself as an exceptional
guide to understanding and constructing arguments in the context of a student’s academic success
and subsequent professional career. Its tried and true strengths include multiple approaches to the
analysis of arguments, providing a variety of important tools; a thorough grounding on the uses of
language in everyday discourse; and chapters in the latter half of the book that apply abstract

concepts to concrete legal, moral, and scientific issues.
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The kindle version of this book is missing symbols for THEREFOR and OR. Minor issue for me,
others may have more problems with it. Besides the improper rendering issue, | felt the book was
somewhat shallow and topics were not described very well. The book also does not contain any
form of answer key. So you get a lot of questions/problems to work, which is nice, but there are zero
answers for them. Also they do not tie everything directly back into understanding arguments. By
this | mean taking an op-ed or related material and deconstructing it using everything learned. The

only time this is somewhat done is within the first three chapters before learning about deductive



and inductive logic.

Not only is formal logic a little difficult for anyone who is unfamiliar, | felt as though this book was a
bit round-about in it's approach. One glaring problem: if you are trying to/required to learn about
Truth tables, this book was awful with their explanations of how those work. The rest of the book

was pretty decent, but their approach to teaching Truth Tables is ghastly.

| got this as a rental and all the pages are written on, and its tearing apart. The information in it is

very useful though.

| open it and expect to be physically assulted in the eye but no, it's pure honey to my soul. So, don’t

buy it, it's mine.

| took this class on Coursera - | didn’t want to pay the full price for the latest edition - this edition

contained everything | wanted to retain.

For my son going to college. Best way to rent/purchase books over super hi prices charged

elsewhere.

Excellent textbook that accompanies an outstanding MOOC course in thinking and reasoning that
provides a good insight in argumentation. It would have been good to access (on-line?) to the

solutions of the book’s exercises.

| bought this book for an online course on Coursera.Great book, good class. You can take the class
at your own speed.
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